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Ms. Donna R. Searcy
Secretary
Federal Communications Commission
1919 - M Street, N. W.
Room 222
Washington, D. C. 20554

Re: Docket Numbe: 92-77./'

Dear Ms. Searcy:

The purpose of this correspondence is to express
opposition of the Birmingham Airport Authority to the
Party Preference (BPP).

the
Bill

Should BPP become a reality, the Birmingham Airport
Authority will experience a significant loss of customer
convenience and service, not to mention potential decrease
in number of public phones, by virtue of which many programs
and partnerships between agents and long distance telephone
companies, all beneficial to the traveling public, could be
eliminated.

With the prime goal of our effort being that which will
ensure the public the right to continue to enjoy the
privilege of access to public pay phones at reasonable cost,
we trust our letter of opposition and the reasoning therefor
will be well received and a subsequent positive impact
therefrom result upon the decision yet, but soon, to be
rendered.

Sincerely,

~~
Al Denson,
Director of Administration

ADg

CC: Messrs. Jim Brough
Joe Leahy

BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT AUTHORITY
5900 AIRPORT HIGHWAY
BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA 35212
205 595 0533 FAX 205 599 0538
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o Service quality may 4eteriorate tor a;ent. 1 cu.tomer.
durin; the implementation ot BPP.
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o Unblockin9 10XXX-O+ 004•••n4 the availability ot 1-800 or
950 aCe••• numbe~. elimtnate. the n••d tor BPP.
Unblockinq accompli.he. the .ame obj.ctive without addin;
confu.ion for the end u.er.

o Lo.. of campi••ion revenue could eliminate many proqr.m.
lLnd partner.hlp. betwe.n aventa and lon; d1.~ance
~elepbone compani•• Which a~e benetioial to the pUblic.
In .ddt.i_ft, 1••• of 0+ QQmm!••!gn r.v.nu•• may a1.0
i~pac~ a;9re9a~or. ability to provide additional ••~vic.
otterin;_ to the public. For exampl., voice mail in
hotela.

a The initial and on;oinq co.ta of BPP will be million. of
dollar.. The.e co.ta will be p••••d on to the en~ u.er
and the end r ••ult would be more expen.ive
t.l.communica~1on ••rvic•••

a There i. a potential tor a reduction in public phone. for
the public. With the 10•• of camm~••10n., there will be
le•• "ahelt apace II for public phona., which will have an
adver.e attect on the availability of •••y .ce••• tor end
users.

Plea.e ret.r to the AT'T po.ition paper on SPP, included with
this document, for additional point. which aqant. and
•••ociation••ho~14 make when wr1tinq to the FCC about IfP.
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When aqant. and a••oc~at1on. da want to writ. to the FCC,
they should be giv.n the tollowinq per.on'. name and addr••• :

Ka. Doaaa R••••~07
.aoZ'.~&1'Y

'.d.~.l Co..uaia.tioa. C~i••ioD
1.11 ••~••t, ••••
Ro_ al2
•••bia,toa, D.C. 20114
Do•••~ Ho. 11-"

w. alao have available a tape ot the FeC Open Ma.t1nq an
Billed P.~~y preterence, oonduc~ed on April 9, lil2. We are
encouraq1nq a;ant. and a••O,c1at1on. to watch thi. tap. to
fUlly appreciate the rec·s position on BPP.

-6-

....

--- - --'""."
._~- ----



P.3
JUN 22 '92 15:09

ATTACHMENT tv

AT&T POSITION ON BILLED PARTY PRErll!NCE

Baekaround

Billed Pany Preference ~PP) is • proposal thaI would eJiminate lon, cii'lInCol carrier
'lSilnmlnt buedon contlldUl! &mnllrnenca (or operator ...lltld lnterLATA C&111. Und.r
this proposal, S)lCh caUs would be interctpted by ch. Lie operator system whtch would
detennine the 0+ prafemd interexchanle caiiter based Oft the pany payinl for the;aJ1 (I.,.,
Ute carel holder on I c:&1Unl M caJl or th. e&llld patfY Oft a colltet ~1). Call. would th.n be
rout.c to the operator syst*m of the desi.nated inter.xchan•• eamer for call compl'tion.
Access code diaJinl WQuid still M available to allow consumers to dial around BPP as
neceswy.

Uncler BPP, the PIC tor Cht pioae would bea~ ,.., 11111 dilled Oft a 0+ but" 8PP
would result In al.re,ltor. havin.l... contrOl ov.r which camer would handle QIll. trom
their locations: IXC:s would have less incentive for Qommission ~ompenlluon to thl 0+
preCertcd inWflxchanle e&rriu.

Whon BPP wu initJ.aJly proposed in 1916 under the name of Carrier Identification Service.
AT"T and oth.rs were lUOft.ly oppolld to it tor reuoftS Pll'cainin. fO COlli and the rechnical
and service quality imput ot Impltmentlnlluch a plan. Since that time, not1Unl new hu
been put on the record to eUminat. ch... _lier coneem•.

Proposed FCC Action

On May 8. 1992, the Commis,ion issued a Notice ot Proposed Rule MUinl (N'PRM) docket
92-71 that addre&Md two issues:

o Billed Pan>, Preference ancl

o the use of propriotar)' cards with 0+ acccss (~.terred \0 by comptuftl operator service
providen at ..0+ Public Domain). '

Thl Commiasion tentauvaly oonc:ludtG that a nationwide syscam of IPP milht be appropria"
and nored that c:hanlel in the opeNtor servlas inch.IUY over ch. lut several years have mad.
caJUnl from public: phaMs more confulinl to ~.umen. Th. Commis.ion belie".. Chit app
would make operator wiNd incerLATA wilna more III.&.r friendly· and foo\l' competition
on the end ulet In.cead ot on tho premise. own•.

In itt NPRM, the Commluion is ukln. for commln&l ~y 1uly 7 with reply commentS Que
Au.us' 6) Oft a variety ot iuua related to J,P. Tho focus 01 the commenCi. however, i. on
the *efhs anel COSti (\f such a aylcom. One ot the primary issull on which &he Commission
hu JOUlht comments i. the appropriatl scope of IPP, that il whether IP' shoulcl'-'e confined.
to pay tel.phones, extended to include alllncerLATA aurelator traffto (e••• , phones in hotel.
hospital and university rooms), or extended t\lnher to include ~ll trom all phon•• (in~h&"lna
raidenee and bUlineu).
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IPP Illnappropriatl aId tID-nee..-",
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There havo been a number of chin... in lhe tt!lec:ommuftications indUJtty that make adoC'tton
of IPP inappropriaCl and UMCCessaty.

o Th. current eq~l access payphone presublCription plan, which fau. calli to the
prelubscribed carrier of the onlin.tina phone. t:elU &11 IXC.equally and allo~1 end
users an opponunily to t.c:h their prefernd carrier. New teclera1law and r'lulaltons
requirinl Uti unbloc:kinl of 10XXX·O+ acell' cod•• and theavaUlbUiry ot 1·800 or
950 acc... numbers hive eliminated the nc:cd to pursue the implemonCAtlon or IPP.

o DeC, and consumers would seek to bypas. a BPP systlam throulh acccss c:odc dlaHnl in
order to obtain services and futu,.. not Ivailable thoulh a,p. Such acdon would
f~nhcr in~onycnicmoc ~UILUm.rl.

o !AI- of commlllion rlVlny to thl.ulf"'tQt would also inhibit ,ultomer eonvlftience
by .limlnaunl ftlW '.ture and equipment availability. ,In order to continue to offer
end users thole convenien*. a'lre,ators may be forccd to supplant the ,ommis.ion
payments with new or incre&Md lurchal',11 payable c:Iirecdy by the .nd UI01'S.

o QUlStl will to.. "Min bUlinl opuonlluch al oommercial mdit card•• In addition,
visitors from torelln countries would have new probloms In ptlein. "US c;natled to
cards lul.ItG by (orailn telephone ~ompani.. or placed on &collect basis.

,

o Th. c:ost or implemenun. BPP would be in th. millions of dollan. Sncl users would
beat the brunt ot the.. COlli u thoy It. ref1ected in mOrl Ixpensive telll:omm~nieation
services.

Requested AedOD

The pee should not tnwfere with compeddon by lmpoainll SYI.m such u B". liP is I
:hntcallOluaon beina forc:ed on I coml*illv. marketplace where no probllm ailt.. The

":ommillion Iho\ald live u.ftlalockln, ll:hlnGe co work "tON looklnl at maklnl ehanl" that
impact thl marlcetplaoe. CUIlOmen are IWVlt throulh silnl,land 0I1J brandlnl. of the
operator Mrvi_ d'aey tnOO\lftW and, with unblockb~l, they hl"e thI abUley to reach their
carrier of choic:a witbgyt 8PP.
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